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Let us start off by saying that our thoughts and prayers are still with EVERYONE who wasLet us start off by saying that our thoughts and prayers are still with EVERYONE who was
affected by Hurricane Helene. Just devasting to both hear and see the damage andaffected by Hurricane Helene. Just devasting to both hear and see the damage and

devastation left behind. Not to mention the sadness of people losing their lives as well.devastation left behind. Not to mention the sadness of people losing their lives as well.  
Luckily, at Montreat, it sounds like all staff and students are safe. However, the destructionLuckily, at Montreat, it sounds like all staff and students are safe. However, the destruction
on campus is pretty devastating. As of writing this, classes still haven’t resumed on campus.on campus is pretty devastating. As of writing this, classes still haven’t resumed on campus.  
I am sure other schools and programs are seeing damage as well so I want to preface this byI am sure other schools and programs are seeing damage as well so I want to preface this by

saying that the power of social media led me down a rabbit hole one night of watchingsaying that the power of social media led me down a rabbit hole one night of watching
video after video of the damage that Helene left all over the Southeast. Then, because ofvideo after video of the damage that Helene left all over the Southeast. Then, because of

covering NAIA basketball and name recognition, I saw a couple of posts out of Montreat,covering NAIA basketball and name recognition, I saw a couple of posts out of Montreat,
North Carolina, which then led me to a post by a Montreat basketball player, DyllanNorth Carolina, which then led me to a post by a Montreat basketball player, Dyllan

Banwell, of video of what I can only describe as a small stream coming from INSIDE theBanwell, of video of what I can only describe as a small stream coming from INSIDE the
gymnasium. There are other videos and pictures if you need more and want to look themgymnasium. There are other videos and pictures if you need more and want to look them

up..up..

Later, I saw the letter, on the next page, from Montreat Director of Athletics, Garrett Jones,Later, I saw the letter, on the next page, from Montreat Director of Athletics, Garrett Jones,
and initially was just going to send over some money. As I went to go grab my card, Iand initially was just going to send over some money. As I went to go grab my card, I

knew that my $100 would be just a small drop in the bucket to help. I thought with theknew that my $100 would be just a small drop in the bucket to help. I thought with the
magazine prep going on, maybe there was a way that a bunch of small drops could actuallymagazine prep going on, maybe there was a way that a bunch of small drops could actually
fill the bucket and help more. So, I reached out to their athletics account to get permissionfill the bucket and help more. So, I reached out to their athletics account to get permission

and here we are. I know if you are reading this, you most likely are already past theand here we are. I know if you are reading this, you most likely are already past the
donation part. Thank you for doing that! Again, even if you aren’t able to donate, prayersdonation part. Thank you for doing that! Again, even if you aren’t able to donate, prayers

work too!work too!

All Proceeds From This Years Magazine Will go to HelpAll Proceeds From This Years Magazine Will go to Help
Montreat AthleticsMontreat Athletics



Our coaches, staff, and faculty have been overwhelmed with everyone who has reached out sendingOur coaches, staff, and faculty have been overwhelmed with everyone who has reached out sending
thoughts and prayers our way. They have been deeply felt and welcomed. In an extremely catastrophicthoughts and prayers our way. They have been deeply felt and welcomed. In an extremely catastrophic

time for our campus and region, it has been so humbling to see everyone's love and support for ourtime for our campus and region, it has been so humbling to see everyone's love and support for our
college, students and student-athletes. I'm excited to report that all our students and staff are safe. Allcollege, students and student-athletes. I'm excited to report that all our students and staff are safe. All
students have evacuated campus and relocated to safe places. Much of our staff has also evacuated thestudents have evacuated campus and relocated to safe places. Much of our staff has also evacuated the

area and are safe. We have so much to be grateful for in that regard.area and are safe. We have so much to be grateful for in that regard.
  

Many of you have reached out wanting to know how you can help our school and athletic department,Many of you have reached out wanting to know how you can help our school and athletic department,
and it's been difficult to even begin to process where to start. Tragically, we have had some employeesand it's been difficult to even begin to process where to start. Tragically, we have had some employees

lose their homes and all personal items.lose their homes and all personal items.
  

From an athletic facility standpoint, our gym and everything inside is most likely a total loss. This is theFrom an athletic facility standpoint, our gym and everything inside is most likely a total loss. This is the
central hub for our athletic department and houses our weight room and athletic training room. Thecentral hub for our athletic department and houses our weight room and athletic training room. The
following sports contain offices in that facility: Baseball, Men's and Women's Basketball, Men's andfollowing sports contain offices in that facility: Baseball, Men's and Women's Basketball, Men's and

Women's Track and Field, Men's and Women's Cross Country, Men's and Women's Tennis, Men's andWomen's Track and Field, Men's and Women's Cross Country, Men's and Women's Tennis, Men's and
Women's Golf, Volleyball, Men's and Women's Wrestling, Cheer, Dance and Men's Lacrosse.Women's Golf, Volleyball, Men's and Women's Wrestling, Cheer, Dance and Men's Lacrosse.

  
Our number one need right now is prayer for our community and region as the death total tragicallyOur number one need right now is prayer for our community and region as the death total tragically
continues to climb. This is an unprecedented tragedy for our area. However, many of you have askedcontinues to climb. This is an unprecedented tragedy for our area. However, many of you have asked

how you can help, so I wanted to get something out.how you can help, so I wanted to get something out.
  

The college has set up two separate funds that you can donate to financially: the first is a CampusThe college has set up two separate funds that you can donate to financially: the first is a Campus
Recovery Fund, and the second is a Community Benevolence Fund. Every dollar will directly aid inRecovery Fund, and the second is a Community Benevolence Fund. Every dollar will directly aid in

rebuilding our campus and supporting members of our community who have experienced significantrebuilding our campus and supporting members of our community who have experienced significant
property damage or loss.property damage or loss.

If you wish to give to a specific program that was impacted, you can designate your gift accordingly.If you wish to give to a specific program that was impacted, you can designate your gift accordingly.
  

To donate, please visit www.montreat.edu/recovery.To donate, please visit www.montreat.edu/recovery.
  

Please understand that our programs above have lost virtually everything from our gym. All equipment,Please understand that our programs above have lost virtually everything from our gym. All equipment,
gear and uniforms are gone. If you want more specific items about each sport, please feel free to contactgear and uniforms are gone. If you want more specific items about each sport, please feel free to contact

me directly.me directly.
  

In closing, I'm privileged to serve alongside a special group of coaches, staff, faculty and student-athletesIn closing, I'm privileged to serve alongside a special group of coaches, staff, faculty and student-athletes
who make Montreat College the special place that it is. We are blessed with tremendous leadership at thewho make Montreat College the special place that it is. We are blessed with tremendous leadership at the
college and a Board of Trustees that cares deeply about this place. Although the days ahead have a lot ofcollege and a Board of Trustees that cares deeply about this place. Although the days ahead have a lot of

unanswered questions, I couldn't be more excited about the future of Montreat College athletics. Weunanswered questions, I couldn't be more excited about the future of Montreat College athletics. We
serve a big God, and I continue to be blown away by how He uses His people to do amazing things evenserve a big God, and I continue to be blown away by how He uses His people to do amazing things even

in the midst of challenging times. If we can do anything to serve you during this time, please don'tin the midst of challenging times. If we can do anything to serve you during this time, please don't
hesitate to reach out to me directly.hesitate to reach out to me directly.

  
Cavalier Strong,Cavalier Strong,

Garrett JonesGarrett Jones

Letter from Montreat College Director of AthleticsLetter from Montreat College Director of Athletics



Hello, NAIA Hoops Nation! Welcome to another exciting season of NAIA
basketball, with the 2024-25 season marking our fifth year of coverage

and our third year publishing a preseason magazine! For our returning fans,
it's great to have you back; and for those who are new, welcome aboard!
We’re thrilled to have each and every one of you here. Whether you are a
fan, coach, player, or simply curious about NAIA basketball, we hope you

find our coverage valuable this season!

We believe that NAIA basketball is at its best now, and we hope that once
you finish reading the preseason magazine, you will feel the same way! We
don't claim to know everything about NAIA basketball; we certainly make

mistakes, overlook teams, and may even overrate some as the season begins.
But that’s the beauty of the games! If all preseason predictions were

accurate, the regular season would be dull.

Our goal is to share as much information as possible with the public, have
fun with predictions, and most importantly, bring attention to NAIA

basketball! I take great pride in seeing our coverage grow over the past five
years, and reaching over 100k views last season was an incredible

experience! Thank you all for your support and for making us your top
source for NAIA men's basketball coverage. Here’s to another fantastic
season ahead! I, for one, am becoming a girl dad in January, so my season

has already been made!
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and our third year publishing a preseason magazine! For our returning fans,
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find our coverage valuable this season!
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Welcome... Welcome... 

Junior
Owner and Founder

Junior
Owner and Founder

Make sure to keep up with all our coverage by
liking, subscribing, or following us at:

Make sure to keep up with all our coverage by
liking, subscribing, or following us at:

@NAIA_HOOPSREPORT@NAIA_HOOPSREPORT

@NAIAHOOPSREPORT@NAIAHOOPSREPORT

NAIAHOOPSREPORT2059NAIAHOOPSREPORT2059
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2024-25 NAIA MBB TEAMS (continued)2024-25 NAIA MBB TEAMS (continued)

NEW THIS YEARNEW THIS YEAR

Carolina University (NC) Bruins

Texas A&M University-San Antonio Jaguars

Spartanburg Methodist College (SC) Pioneers

New College of Florida Mighty Banyans  

Mission University (MO) Patriots

Defiance College (Oh) Yellow Jackets

Columbia College (SC) Koalas

IU - Columbus Crimson Pride

New TeamsNew Teams New League NamesNew League Names

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College (GA) Golden Stallions



This is NAIA Basketball...This is NAIA Basketball...

Past 4
Champions

Past 4
Champions

Maybe it’s the optimist in me, but it is really fun seeing where NAIA
basketball is right now.

There truly are so many really good players coming through every
year. Sure, it’s not always fun seeing a players leave for the D1
levels but think about it. For years we have all been preaching

“there are god players at every level” it just so happens that D1
coaches now agree and are recruiting those good players! 

I say all of that because I would assume that this past offseason
is the most we have seen of players making the move from NAIA to
D1. You don’t have to love the transfer portal, but it’s the world
we live in and for us, it’s awesome seeing “just an NAIA guy” find

success at bigger levels.
For 2023-24, It was the Freed-Hardeman Lions who came away
with the NAIA National Title. The second time, since the merger,
that a team from the Mid-South won a National Title. Which is

quite fun, since the league is down to just 6 teams now. 
Grace (IN) big fella, Elijah Malone, won NAIA National Player of

the Year. In the four seasons of one division ALL four NPOY winners
were guys who played 4yrs of NAIA basketball:

2021 Kyle Mangas - Indiana Wesleyan
2022 Zach Wrightsil - Loyola

2023 Mason Walters - Jamestown 
2024 - Elijah Malone - Grace 

We will look more at the trend in our Preseason “Good at
Basketball.” Team. For those of you who are new around here.

"Good at Basketball.” has been a way for us to have some fun to
describe great players or great performances over the past few

years. Our “Preseason “Good at Basketball” Team is basically our
Preseason All-American list. 

I know we are all excited for the season to arrive and games to be
here! Leagues will start releasing their own preseason rankings

and media days over the next week!
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National Champions
FREED-HARDEMANFREED-HARDEMAN





LoweryLowery

LietzkeLietzke

Talton JrTalton Jr

GuerraGuerra

ParkerParker
SchutteSchutte

WymanWyman

NewhofNewhof

NattNatt

HudgensHudgens

McKennaMcKenna

ianianScottScott

SmithSmith

Van KalsbeekVan Kalsbeek

MiszkiewiczMiszkiewicz

ColemanColeman

PeakePeake

SparksSparks

MorganMorgan

StephensStephens



LangstonLangston
cOLLEGE OF iDAHOcOLLEGE OF iDAHO
gEORGETOWN (kY)gEORGETOWN (kY)

gRACE (in)gRACE (in)

Arizona ChristianArizona Christian
Indiana WesleyanIndiana Wesleyan

freed-Hardemanfreed-Hardeman

Oklahoma WesleyanOklahoma Wesleyan
The Master’s (CA)The Master’s (CA)
LSU-ALEXANDRIALSU-ALEXANDRIA



FLORIDA MEMORIALFLORIDA MEMORIAL

Cumberlands (KY)Cumberlands (KY)
Concordia (NE)Concordia (NE)

Montana TechMontana Tech
lsu-sHREVEPORTlsu-sHREVEPORT

OREGON tECHOREGON tECH

lEWIS-cLARK sTATE (id)lEWIS-cLARK sTATE (id)

life (ga)life (ga)
COLUMBIA (MO)COLUMBIA (MO)

baker (ks)baker (ks)

CENTRAL BAPTIST (AR)CENTRAL BAPTIST (AR)

Madonna (Mi)Madonna (Mi)

avE mARIAavE mARIA

KEISER (FL)KEISER (FL)

Northwestern (IA)Northwestern (IA)







The Chicagoland Conference is a 12-team conference
that consists of teams from Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and

Wisconsin







The Great Plains Athletic Conference is a 12-team
conference that consists of teams from Iowa,

Nebraska and South Dakota.

There is only one league that has sent two teams to Kansas City every
year since the merger, and that is the GPAC! Unfortunately, there seems
to be a barrier in the NAIA quarterfinals, as no team has advanced to

the NAIA Fab Four.

The GPAC is known to be a tough league. Over the past five seasons, the
regular season champion has had between 4 to 5 losses, and there have
been 5 to 6 teams all within 1 to 2 games of first place. Expect a similar

scenario this season.

Northwestern, CUNE, Morningside, and Dordt are the early favorites. Is
that taking the easy road?! Sure, but it’s simply the reality of how this

league operates!

Even outside of that group, Todd Raridon has really had Hastings playing
impressive basketball since taking over at Hastings. They will miss the

reigning GPAC Player of the Year, Reggie Thomas, so it will be interesting
to see how the Broncos perform this season. Briar Cliff, also, is a team to
watch, as they return their top four scorers, including Matthew Stilwill,
who ranked second in the league for scoring last year! Just a fun league,

everwhere you turn.







The North Star Athletic Association is a 6-team league that
consists of teams of teams from Nebraska, North and South

Dakota.

This year marks the conclusion of the North Star Athletic Association.
Following this season, Jamestown will make the move to NCAA Division II,

while most other teams will join the Frontier Conference.

After being voted out of the GPAC in their final year as an NAIA member,
Jamestown enters the NSAA and is poised to bring excitement to this last

season of the league.

The competition in this league is once again wide open. Mayville State will
return the reigning Player of the Year, Darren Jones. Dickinson State,
overall, has the best group of returns back. Jamestown and Bellevue

probably the two most talented teams overall in the league.

Ultimately, Bellevue is likely to be the favorite in the NSAA, but as we've
seen in previous years, expect 3-4 teams to be in contention all the way

up to the final week of the season.









Last year, we mentioned that the AMC could significantly improve its national
standing by securing victories in national tournaments. Central Baptist made
an impressive deep run, reaching the National Quarterfinals, while Columbia
(MO), as the 15-seed, put up a fierce fight against NAIA powerhouse Indiana

Wesleyan in what might have been the best game of the opening round,
ultimately losing 105-99 in double overtime.

Both Central Baptist and Columbia are expected to be the top contenders for
the league title once again, as they return a majority of their rosters.

William Woods will also be in contention. Coach Jordan Ashton has assembled
an experienced and talented group, along with some promising transfers to

strengthen the team's depth. Missouri Baptist is coming off a successful
season with 21 wins, competing for the AMC tournament title. Following the

season, Assistant Taylor Jarvis has been promoted to head coach.
With a lot of “shifting” going on around the NAIA, the door is open for teams,
all across the NAIA to maybe get an extra team into the tourney. As of right

now, we think William Woods could give the AMC an at-large option this
season (predicting that CBC and Columbia win the auto-bids).

The American midwest Conference is a 10-team
conference that consists of teams from ARKANSAS AND

Missouri. 







The Heart of America is a 13-team conference that
consists of teams from Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and

Nebraska.







The KANSAS COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
is a 14-team conference that consists of teams

from Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma

The KCAC has successfully placed two teams into the Round of 16 in three
of the last four years. The only exception was in 2023, when no teams made
it to Kansas City. Much like the GPAC, they seem to struggle with advancing

past the NAIA quarterfinals.

As we approach the 2024-25 season, it is expected that OKWU will be the
leading favorite. The Eagles feature one of the top duos in the nation, with

two genuine NAIA Player of the Year candidates: Jaden Lietzke and DJ
Talton Jr. Additionally, Kansas Wesleyan's Alex Littlejohn, another NAIA

Player of the Year contender, will aim to guide KWU to a KCAC title.

The competition beyond these top two teams could be quite intriguing, with
Saint Mary (KS), Southwestern, Evangel, and McPherson all poised to be in

the running as well.













The Cascade Collegiate Conference is a 12 team
conference that consists of teams from Idaho, Oregon and

Washington













What was the Golden State Athletic Conference is now the Great
Southwest Athletic Conference as we see a bit of a mass exodus of

teams out west head to NCAA D2. Eventually the I assume the CalPac
and the GSAC will fully be one league, but for now it’s BenU-Mesa,
Embry-Riddle and Park-Gilbert who all leave the CalPac to join the

new look GSAC.

Arizona Christian and The Master’s will be the favorites to win the
GSAC this year. With HIU also in the mix. ACU and TMU both have

teams built for another deep KC run! Excited to see both play in some
of these early tough matchups!

From there, it’s a lot of question marks. Interested to see a new look
OUAZ squad with Coach Ojanen. Also interested to see how the new

guys adjust. Can they step right in and compete, do they need an
adjustment year? Just going to be a lot to watch for in the GSAC this

season.

The GREAT SOUTHWEST Athletic Conference is an
8-team conference that consists of teams from

Arizona and California.









The Crossroads League is a 12-team conference
that consists of teams from Indiana and Ohio.

For those who are reading this and don’t know much about the NAIA,
This ARC is loaded when you talk about the four leagues in it. The

Great Lakes/South ARC is the only ARC that has put teams into the
Fab Four all four seasons. It has resulted in 2 National Titles (Both

from Mid-South), 1 runner-up (WHAC) and 2 lost in semis (Crossroads).
I know this is the Crossroads Preview but thought that was an

important add. The Crossroads League has a lot of turnover from last
year, but it’s crazy how GOOD it is still going to be.

Grace and Indiana Wesleyan look to still be the favorites in our eyes.
However, Huntington and Spring Arbor should be nipping at the heals

as well. It’s going to be a deep league once again. Marian, Bethel (IN)
and St. Francis (IN) all have talent but have holes to fill from last

year as well.
I still think as a whole, the Crossroads is going to be VERY good, but

with a lot of “new” going on in the league this year it may take a little
bit longer for things to shake out than normal.







The Mid-South Conference is a 7-team
conference that consists of teams from

Kentucky and Tennessee

The Mid-South won the race to 1, as then Mid-South member, Shawnee
State, took home the 1st NAIA title as 1 Division. Then last year, The

Mid-South also won the race to 2, as Freed-Hardeman gave the
conference it’s second National title in the past four seasons. 

The Mid-South has ALWAYS been one of dominance. However, it’s also a
league that lies in the middle of so many other leagues. So, teams have

bolted to other leagues to try to help with budget and travel costs,
leaving the MSC with seven teams. Fear not, though, as we saw on the

men’s side last year, this is still one of the premier leagues in the country!
You can expect that to be the same this season as Georgetown, Freed-
Hardeman and Cumberlands are loaded once again, and the rest of the

league should be back to where they are used be as well. Seemed to be a
lot of injuries last year in the league. Campbellsville lost five guys for the
season, Lindsey-Wilson had injuries all 1st semester and there are more

up and down the league, that are now back and hopefully can stay
healthy this year. Think this will be a much more competitive league 1-7
this year and if all falls right, it’s not out of line to think that 5 teams

can make the NAIA tournament! 







The River States Conference is a 12-team conference
that consists of teams from Indiana, Ohio, Virgnia and

West Virginia!

The River States Conference was a lot of fun once
again last season and in the end it was the team who
was picked last, St Mary of the Woods, who ended up
with the RSC Regular Season Title! It would be Point

Park though, in their final season in the NAIA, who
would lock up the RSC Tournament Title.

Point Park leaving for D2 takes away a top tier team
from the league, but that doesn’t mean that there

aren’t some very good teams left still. SMWC, Kokomo,
Shawnee State WVU Tech are teams who can all be

tourney worthy this season with the right path.







The Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference is a
13-team conference that consists of teams

from Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, 

The WHAC may have as many GOOD returners as any league in the
country. It’s going to really make for another really fun year inside the

WHAC. 
The defending champs, Madonna, fresh off of a trip to the Round of 16
are the early favorites. However, Indiana Tech and Cornerstone will be
nipping at their heels once again as both teams have the fire power to
win the WHAC this season. As we have mentioned in previous leagues in

the Great Lakes/South ARC, it truly is a very deep ARC...and the WHAC
is going to only add to that this season.

Outside the three immediate contenders of Madonna, Indiana Tech and
Cornerstone, look for Rochester to be in contention as well. Even if it’s

not fully for a WHAC title, this is a team that is good enough for a
National Tourney bid if they can’t secure an auto-bid.

Lourdes, with new Interim Head Coach, Jake Dupree, has been the
assistant for the Gray Wolves under Dennis Hopson and they have had a

lot of success together in the WHAC. He’s got some talent in Shaunn
Monroe and company as well. Wouldn’t close the door on them quite yet!

Lots to be excited about in the WHAC!









With the CAC still being the independent league they don’t
have a traditional regular season schedule. Teams will

meet for some weekend classics against one another but
for the most part, their schedules are their own to make.

This is a league that’s auto-bids have been owned by Florida
College and Washington Adventist over the past few years. BUT,
it’s also a league who takes the two teams that reach the CAC
Tourney title game, so don’t count out Florida National, Fisher,

Haskell and Northern New Mexico who all have shown to be able to
compete in past! Then you have the newcomer, Spartanburg

Methodist. Who lost a lot, but was a really good JUCO program
before making transiton to NAIA.

The Continental Athletic Conference is a 10- team
conference that consists of teams from all across

the country as it’s the “independent " league.







The Red River Athletic Conference is a 13-team
conference that consists of teams from Louisiana,

New Mexico and Texas.

How soon is too soon to declare a league is BACK?  I am not saying
the league hasn’t been good or hasn’t had good teams recently, but,
on paper at least, we could end up seeing three teams inside the Top

25 over the course of the year and LSUS and LSUA have the look
and feel of two Top 10 or Top 15 teams.   There are going to be

some absolute showdowns inside of the RRAC this season as LSUS
and LSUA are absolutely LOADED with talent. XULA looks to be

back to XULA where they are long, athletic and going to be one of
best defensive teams in country. USW, after a RRAC Title

appearance last season, has enough pieces to make things interesting
as well. 

Should be a lot of fun games all year long as even as we saw last
year with Texas College, sometimes teams find their rhythm early in

the season and never lose it!







The Sooner Athletic Conference is another league that has had good past
tradition and even has back-to-back titles as recently as 2016 and 2017. 
Speaking of tradition. College of the Ozarks, who used to host the D2 NAIA
National Tournament, joins the SAC this season. They had rejoined the NAIA

last season after a few years away.

The SAC tends to be a HEAVY transfer league. You will see in the previews
on the next page, that it is the case once again this year. Most of the time

the teams who can come together the fastest, learn the system the quickest
and who can also stay the healthiest. I felt a lot of SAC teams had a  lot of

bad luck staying healthy last year.
Heading into this season, Langston has one of the most talented rosters you
will see. I am not exaggerating. They legit have former 4star players, former
D1 stars and yet their best player, may end up being a 6'9 JUCO player with

3yrs left! Behind them we really love Nelson, MACU, and Wayland!
This is honestly one of those leagues we wish we could have have had three
more sheets, because John Brown should be in the mix as well Hopefully next

year we can have a full breakdown on everyone in the country!

The Sooner Athletic Conference is a 12-team conference
that consists of teams from Oklahoma and Texas.









The Appalachian Athletic Conference is a 12-team conference
that consists of teams from Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee,

North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia.

The AAC has seen it’s fair share of changes over the past year.
Coaching changes, player turnover and even welcoming a new new
Men’s team in the Columbia (SC) Koalas, who until this upcoming

season, did not have a men’s basketball program.
Even one of the most anchored programs in the AAC, the Union

Bulldogs, who have won 10 of the past 11 AAC Titles, is all of a
sudden on their 3rd coach in three seasons.

We will see if that last one opens the door for someone new to take
over as a power in the AAC or maybe it helps grow the strength of
the league over the next few years with multiple teams winning

allowing more programs to use that in recruiting. We will see what
the next few years looks like in the AAC. For 2024-25, the door is

open! There are a few teams who can win the league, starting with
The Pikeville Bears. Coach Tigh Compton has done a good job of

keeping a championship level team even through losing guys through
graduation and transfer. Reinhardt, Johnson, Milligan and Union are

all teams to keep an eye on to start the season!
 







The former GCAC has now transitioned into the HBCU Athletic
Conference. The league has successfully recruited new teams,
and it promises to be quite competitive, particularly among the
top four to five teams. Last season, the competition primarily
revolved around three teams: Philander Smith, Tougaloo, and

Talladega. To be honest, I thought Talladega was moving up to
D2, so I’ll need to look into that further.

As we approach this season, I’m pleased to see Todd Day Jr.
stepping in for his father at Philander. For those unfamiliar,
this is a surprisingly strong team that put up a tough fight

against Cumberlands (KY) in last year's opening round. They are
likely to be the early favorites. Additionally, Tougaloo,

Talladega, and Dillard, especially with the addition of Jamal
Gibson, should also contend for a HBCUAC Title.

RIP Mark Mitchell 
I mentioned last March that Wilberforce Head Coach Mark Mitchell had

passed away suddenly and just wanted to one last time give our
condolences to his family and to the Wilberforce players and staff.







The SSAC continues to grow each year and it has done so again
this year with the addition of new NAIA program, Abraham

Baldwin Agricultural College. The move has the league moving to
EAST/WEST standings this season.

The SSAC is always deep and usually a little crazy! Think we
should see more of that this year with five to six teams pushing

for a title.
Life, Mobile, Loyola, Faulkner, William Carey, Dalton State,
Thomas, UT Southern. I mean call your shot I guess. I do think
Life and Loyola look like the favorites on paper early on. I like

both teams a lot.
Faulkner and Mobile are very closely chomping at the heels in the
group behind them. As we said earlier, there really is a handful

of teams here that we won’t be shoked, if at the end of the
season, they are fighting for a SSAC Title. There are just a lot
of boxes to be checked along the way! Buckle your seat belt,

because no such things as smooth rides in the SSAC.

The Southern States Athletic Conference is a
12-team conference that consists of teams

from Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi
and Tennessee.







The Sun Conference is a 9-team
conference that features teams from

Florida and Georgia.

The Sun Conference has done a great job, as an entire league, of
uniting to figure out how to keep driving the league forward. It’s
really been great for the league over the past couple of seasons

and resulted in more teams from the league reaching the post
season. It’s also resulted in some really great basketball. Last

year the Sun Conference finished the season with five teams
qualifying for the NAIA National Tourney.

Heading into 2024-25 the Sun has a lot to be optimistic about
again. Four just having 9-teams, it’s a deep league. FloMo and

Ave, for us, enter the season ahead of the rest of the pack.
Keiser very closely, in their own tier behind them.  The rest of the

Sun Conference is mostly, for us, not a wait and see, but a
WANT TO SEE. There is a lot of “intrigue. A lot of questions, but

also a lot of hope, hype and excitement in the Sun teams 4-9.
Excited to see the teams get after it soon!
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